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IR ABIERS TV, Bl ide N—F -« s~ (Robert
O. Keohane) X°v st~ -+ A ( Joseph S. Nye, Jr.) &, EHFE
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# Erik Gartzke and Oliver Westerwinter, “The Complex Structure of Commercial

Peace, 7 p.326; RifdE [THEDBEHEETAIE SR E  BHMPERCRA R T4
KOs ] 5 60 # (2017 4E 10 H) | H 25,

Erik Gartzke and Oliver Westerwinter, “The Complex Structure of Commercial
Peace,” p.327; Edward D. Mansfield and Brian M. Pollins, “The Study of
Interdependence and Conflict,” p. 836.

2 Katherine Barbieri, “Economic Interdependence,”; Mansfield and Brian M.
Pollins, “The Study of Interdependence and Conflict,” p. 840.

Keohane, Robert O. and Joseph S. Nye, Jr., Power and Interdependence: World
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BIEOEH D 5 VITHEEITH L TWDH T &b H D DT,

KFES LW BEKNR Sy —ACBILTEY2 &, T AU D
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o TW5D, LonL, KFHEGITH T D IERFREILH EICA RIS
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Politics in Transition (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1977), pp. 16-19.
Nye, Joseph S., Jr. and David A. Welch, Understanding Global Conflict and
Cooperation: An Introduction to Theory and History, 3rd edition (Upper Saddle
River, NJ: Pearson, 2013), pp.263-264.

# ibid., p.263.

¥ ibid., p.267.

3 Keohane, Robert O. and Joseph S. Nye, Jr., Power and Interdependence,
pp. 16-19; John R. Oneal and Bruce M. Russett, “The Classical Liberals Were
Right, ” p. 271.

31 Nye, Joseph S., Jr. and David A. Welch, Understanding Global Conflict and
Cooperation, pp.263-264.
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32 Nye, Joseph S., Jr. and David A. Welch, Understanding Global Conflict and
Cooperation, p.274; Joseph S. Nye, Jr., “Power and Interdependence with
China, ” The Washington Quarterly, Vol.43, No.1 (March 2020), p.12.
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2018 4F)

3% Dale C. Copeland, “Economic Interdependence and War: A Theory of Trade
Expectations, ” International Security, Vol.20, No.4 (April 1996), pp.5-41.
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ST—EBLTHEEDD WX THAREREEBIIR 2V, Zhrgs
NEFOIIE, ZOMOEBOFENRTM LD, - PAHEITIEM -
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BMENSLNDDIFIREREF LOLZEIZTONTTHLN, 2 —7
ZryFEInaHEGmiciik L, BEREOEGBES L LD 2%
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3 Dale C. Copeland, Economic Interdependence and War, pp.79,93.
% ibid., pp.51-52,
7 ibid., p. 10.
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¥ ibid., p. 7.
©ibid., pp.436-444.
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XEAEMLTHD, £, a—7F 2 FORRYITHEOBHRE T #
AT B A N L 72 2 & 720 T, BRI AT & B R AR R 3
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TWb, [EZENKRGELEZFEDIRANLFETENN R L
Wi THY, BHWMHEIIZTNICEEST DL - DORERERERNTH D
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AT D AT & B AR ET D17 AE TH D L FEEL T 5D, ibid., p.35. [
FOMEELZRET 201, Y HOBBRBRENPZRKNTHD, Y EOBERKIC
HRE L2 501F, YEEIZLBKE LToREREFSOFMTHY, 20
FCROEERDIITAT ANICBIT 53T — & LTORMMZH#AL (long-term
power position) OFAiTH 5 , ibid., p.47,
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T %, UL, BENHELKFIEEGICWNR 5477 T K
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A. F. K. Organski, World Politics (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1958); A.
F. K. Organski and Jacek Kugler, The War Ledger (Chicago, IL: University of
Chicago Press, 1980) %[,

# Dale C. Copeland, The Origins of Major War (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, 2000).

# Dale C. Copeland, Economic Interdependence and War, p.4. HMEOHIRE L, =
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% ibid., p.95.
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% David P. Rapkin and William R. Thompson, Transition Scenarios, ch. 6.

47 ibid., p. 115.

B ITTRLITYOHBME, EOL AR T VRIS — - TV
7 1 (Alexander Gerschenkron) OffilEAa {0 72D TH D, Alexander
Gerschenkron, Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective (Cambridge:
Belknap Press, 1962) % %R,
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¥ ibid., p.124.

50 Johnathan Kirshner, “The Consequences of China’s Economic Rise for Sino-U.S.
Relations: Rivalry, Political Conflict, and (Not) War,” in Robert S. Ross and
Zhu Feng, eds., China’s Ascent: Power, Security, and the Future of International
Politics, pp.238-259.

' David P. Rapkin and William R. Thompson, Transition Scenarios, p.146.
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2 ibid., pp. 124-130.

% Barry Buzan, “Economic Structure and International Security: The Limits of
the Liberal Case,” International Organization, Vol.38, No.4 (Autumn 1984),
pp. 597-624.

David P. Rapkin and William R. Thompson, Transition Scenarios, p. 116.
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55 Hugh White, The China Choice: Why We Should Share Power (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2013), p.52,

% Jeffery W. Legro, “Purpose Transitions: China’s Rise and the American
Response, ” in Robert S. Ross and Zhu Feng, eds., China’s Ascent: Power,
Security, and the Future of International Politics, p.171; Robert J. Art, “The
United States and the Rise of China,” p.270; Hugh White, The China Choice,
p.51.
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Can US-China Relations Avoid the
“Thucydides Trap”?
A Theoretical Exploration

Hsuan-Hsiang Lin
Professor, Department of Political Science, Chinese Culture University

[Abstract])

Graham Allison’s theory of the “Thucydides Trap” has received
wild spread criticism. One of the most common criticisms of this
theory is that the high degree of economic interdependence between
the United States and China would make a war between the two
countries unthinkable. This paper attempts to illustrate, with the help
of theoretical and empirical studies on war in international relations,
that the high degree of economic interdependence between the
United States and China does not guarantee that war will not occur.
Ultimately, economic interdependence must be weighed against other
strategic and political factors in deciding whether or not war would
occur. Additionally, in times of crisis triggered by explosive issues,
the latter considerations may override the former. This paper points
out that due to the change of Taiwan’s identity and the importance of
maintaining “credibility” for the United States, it is entirely possible
that China and the United States will be dragged into a war by the
“Taiwan issue”. This possibility and danger are real, so the warnings

of the “trap theory” should not be dismissed as unfounded.

Keywords: US-China relations, Thucydides Trap, economic interdependence,

“Taiwan issue”
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